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I. PRESENTATION  

 

 

House bills HB 78 and HB 80 were introduced on February 10th, 2025 in the House of  

Representantives of the North Carolina General Assembly (NCGA) with the 

signatures of fourteen Democratic representatives of the progressive caucus.  

 

After they passed their first reading (11/2/2025), both bills were referred to the House 

Rules, Calendars and Operations, under Republican control. The committee is 

chaired by Representative John Bell (District 10) and has a total of twenty-seven 

members, nine Democrats and eighteen Republicans. 

 

PRIMARY SPONSORS 
 

 
 

Renée Price 

(District 50) 

 

 

 
 

Deb Butler 

(District 18) 

 

 
 

Pricey Harrison 

(District 61) 

 

 
 

María Cervania 

(District 41) 

  

Sponsors: Amber Baker, Mary Belk, Gloristine Brown, Kanina Brown, Laura 

Budd, Tracy Clark, Allison Dahle, Julia Greenfield, Marcia Morey, Julie von Haefen. 

 

 

II. CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND 

 

 

These bills are not related to HB 10 (new law), but they have generated expectations 

in the community, precisely because of the lack of information, coupled with the 

uncertainty and fear caused by the new administration. 

 

During the 2023-2024 session, the NCGA passed the anti-immigrant House Bill 10, 

which requires North Carolina sheriffs and prison officers to cooperate with U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

 

HB10 amended General Statute GS GS 162-62, which concerns the legal status of 

persons deprived of liberty. Despite being vetoed by former Governor Roy Cooper, 

the proposal became state law (2024-55) with a unanimous vote from the 

Republican caucus and the support of three Democratic representatives. 

 

https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/HB%2078
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/HB80
https://ncleg.gov/House
https://ncleg.gov/House
https://ncleg.gov/
https://ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseStanding/2
https://ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/661
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/810
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/730
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/504
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/798
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/782
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/713
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/794
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/795
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/796
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/796
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/822
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/740
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/829
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/732
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/758
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2023/hb10
https://www.ncleg.net/enactedlegislation/statutes/html/bysection/chapter_162/gs_162-62.html
https://webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewBillDocument/2023/9473/0/H10-Bill-NBC-13555
https://x.com/RoyCooperNC
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2023/Bills/House/PDF/H10v6.pdf
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Article from Enlace Latino NC 

December 4th, 2024 

 

 
 

Source: https://enlacelatinonc.org/como-representantes-democratas-ayudaron-

a-anular-el-veto-del-gobernador-a-la-ley-hb-10/  

 

The new law took effect on December 1st, 2024, and requires state prison or jail 

administrators to communicate with ICE if they cannot determine that an inmate 

suspected of committing certain “serious crimes” is a legal resident or citizen. This 

means that it can only be applied in prisons under those specific conditions. 

 

 

HB10 was the third attempt by Republican lawmakers to force local authorities to 

work with ICE, in response to the refusal of a group of sheriffs to join the 287 (g) 

program and take on responsibilities such as enforcing federal immigration laws in 

their communities, particularly in major urban centers. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://enlacelatinonc.org/como-representantes-democratas-ayudaron-a-anular-el-veto-del-gobernador-a-la-ley-hb-10/
https://enlacelatinonc.org/como-representantes-democratas-ayudaron-a-anular-el-veto-del-gobernador-a-la-ley-hb-10/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/the_287g_program_an_overview_2025_0.pdf


5 
 

 

III. HOW TO ACT AND PREPARE? 

 

 

Safe Families, Emergency guide for immigrants, edited by El Pueblo, with the 

collaboration and technical support of the North Carolina Justice Center and ACLU-

NC, offers detailed information on HB10 and its application: 

 

 

https://elpueblo.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Guia-de-Emergencia-web.pdf
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IV. ADMINISTRATION 2025-2029 │ ANTI-IMMIGRANT POLICIES 

 

 

During the last electoral campaign (2024 Elections), the immigrant population was 

the target of violent attacks and persecution by the Republican Party and its 

candidates at the federal and state level. All of this based on lies, intolerance, 

ignorance, racism and manipulation. 

 

Hate speech and fear were used like never before to mobilize a sector of the 

electorate that feeds on the misinformation promoted by its political leaders and 

dissemination platforms (media and social networks). 

 

From day one, the Trump-Vance administration has issued executive orders and 

proclamations to tighten immigration policies. An analysis by the American 

Immigration Council warns of the impact that the new provisions have on the 

immigrant community, particularly on undocumented people: 

 

“The executive orders signed on the first day of President 

Trump’s second term radically expand the legal authorities 

used to enforce immigration law against immigrants already in 

the U.S., while calling for an equally radical expansion of the 

infrastructure that would be needed to accomplish the “mass 

deportations” the president has promised. Furthermore, they 

signal efforts to immiserate unauthorized immigrants living in the 

United States, depriving them of the ability to work legally and 

punishing them for being unable to “register” with the U.S. 

government—something they have no way of doing.” 

 

+ RESOURCES (SPANISH) 

 

WOLA: Las órdenes ejecutivas de Trump y América Latina: Lo que hay que saber 

 

CALMATTERS: Las órdenes ejecutivas de Trump sobre inmigración están generando 

miedo: Esto es lo que debes saber sobre ellas 

 

HIAS: Los derechos de los refugiados y la Administración Trump: Segunda semana 
 
National Immigration Project: SEMANA 1 DEL MANDATO DONALD TRUMP 2.0 

 

CGRS: El retorno de Trump: Medidas ejecutivas que amenazan los derechos y la 

protección de las personas refugiadas y migrantes Memorando para 

organizaciones de la sociedad civil  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/ep_edits_-after_day_one_spanish.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/sites/default/files/research/ep_edits_-after_day_one_spanish.pdf
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/mass-deportation
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/mass-deportation
https://www.wola.org/es/analysis/las-ordenes-ejecutivas-de-trump-america-latina-lo-que-hay-que-saber/
https://calmatters.org/calmatters-en-espanol/2025/02/ordenes-ejecutivas-trump-california-tribunales-inmigracion-temor-inmigrantes/
https://calmatters.org/calmatters-en-espanol/2025/02/ordenes-ejecutivas-trump-california-tribunales-inmigracion-temor-inmigrantes/
https://hias.org/es/noticias/refugee-rights-and-trump-administration-week-two/
https://nipnlg.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/2025_NIPNLG-Trump-Week1-esp.pdf
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/sites/default/files/Trump_EO_Spanish_Factsheet_01.24.2025_FINAL.pdf
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/sites/default/files/Trump_EO_Spanish_Factsheet_01.24.2025_FINAL.pdf
https://cgrs.uclawsf.edu/sites/default/files/Trump_EO_Spanish_Factsheet_01.24.2025_FINAL.pdf
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V. HOUSE BILL 78 

Prohibit LEO w/ICE Churches/Schools/Hospitals 

 

 

 
 

+Info: https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/HB%2078  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

 

 
 

Source: https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/billsum/h-78-2025-2026  

 

 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H78v1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/HB%2078
https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/billsum/h-78-2025-2026
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House Bill 78 │ Edition 1 

North Carolina General Assembly 

Session 2025 – 2026  

 

 
 

Source: https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H78v1.pdf 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H78v1.pdf
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VI. HOUSE BILL 80 

Prohibit LEO w/ICE at Farm/Construct. Sites 

 

 

 
 

+Info: https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/HB80  

 

 

SUMMARY 

 

 

 
 

Source:  

https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/H/80/2025-2026%20Session/H80  

 

 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H80v1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/BillLookUp/2025/HB80
https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/H/80/2025-2026%20Session/H80
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House Bill 80 │ Edition 1 

North Carolina General Assembly 

Session 2025 – 2026  

 

 
 

Fuente: https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H80v1.pdf  

https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H80v1.pdf
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VII. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS AND DATA 

 

 

What do HB78 and HB80 propose? 

 

Create safe spaces for undocumented workers and their families. 

 

Prohibit, through an amendment to the NC General Statutes (state laws), law 

enforcement agencies (sheriffs' offices and their deputies, police departments, etc.) 

and judicial officials from aiding or collaborating with U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) in detaining or arresting individuals for alleged or suspected 

violations of immigration laws, or to serve and execute deportation orders. 

 

What places do the proposed reforms protect? 

 

HB78 

 

 

▪ A place of religious worship, including a church, chapel, 

meetinghouse, synagogue, temple, longhouse, or 

mosque, or other building that is regularly used, and 

clearly identifiable, as a place for religious worship. 

 

 

 

▪ A public or nonpublic school providing elementary or 

secondary instruction. 

 

 

 

▪ A hospital, as defined by G.S. 131E-76(3). 

 

HB80 

 

 

▪ Real property used for any of the following: (1) agriculture 

or farming, as those terms are defined by GS 106-581.1, 

or (2)  slaughter, processing, or packaging of livestock. 

 

 

 

▪ A permitted construction site, being a site where a 

permit, license, or other authorization has been issued by 

the State or a local governmental entity for the 

placement of new construction or improvements to real 

property. 

 

 

https://www.ncleg.net/enactedlegislation/statutes/html/bysection/chapter_131e/gs_131e-76.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_106/GS_106-581.1.pdf
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Why is it necessary to protect educational, health and religious centers? 

 

 
 

Schools: 

 

- Children should study without fear. 

- The deportation of their parents affects their education and well-being. 

 

Hospitals: 

 

- No one should avoid medical care for fear of being detained. 

- Public health is at risk if people are afraid to go to the hospital. 

 

Places of worship: 

 

- Churches and temples are spaces of peace and community. 

- Raids in these places violate religious freedom. 

 

 

Why is the proposal important? 

 

The initiatives protect the rights of undocumented workers and their families, and 

safeguard the economic activity of strategic sectors, such as agricultural production 

and the growing real estate sector. 

 

ICE immigration raids result in: 

 

a. Labor shortages (absence of workers) 

b. Delays in construction projects (commercial or private) 

c. Loss of crops, reduction of production (agriculture) 

d. Increased costs (for developers and end consumers) 
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VIII. IMMIGRANT POPULATION IN NORTH CAROLINA 

 

 

Data from the U.S. Census Bureau reveals that the Hispanic/Latino population 

exceeds 65 million people, representing almost 20% of the country's total population. 

 

- According to the same Census Bureau, the Hispanic/Latino community in 

North Carolina represents almost 11% of the state's total population (more 

than 1.1 million people). 

 

- 9.2% of North Carolina residents are foreign-born (43.5% are naturalized and 

56.5% non-citizens). 

 

- Data from 2024 published by the Pew Research Center estimates that the 

number of undocumented people in the state varies between 325,000 and 

350,000. 

 

 
 

 
 

By 2022, the Center for Immigration Studies (CMS) estimated in 326.465 the number 

of undocumented residents in North Carolina. More than 33 percent (33%) work in 

construction and maintenance jobs. 

 

 
 

Source: http://data.cmsny.org/  

https://data.census.gov/table?q=DP05
https://data.census.gov/profile/North_Carolina?g=040XX00US37
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/#:~:text=Who%20are%20unauthorized%20immigrants%3F
https://cmsny.org/
http://data.cmsny.org/
http://data.cmsny.org/
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IX. WORKFORCE AND ECONOMIC IMPACT 1 

 

 

 
 

A press release published in 20242  by the NC Budget & Tax Center, using data from 

the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, notes that in North Carolina: 

 

“Undocumented immigrants contributed $692.2 million in state 

and local taxes in 2022, a figure that would increase to $843.6 

million if these taxpayers were granted work authorization.” 

 

 
 

Key findings from ITEP's study: 

 

▪ Nationwide, undocumented immigrants contributed $96.7 billion in federal, 

state, and local taxes in 2022. Of this amount, $37.3 billion went to state and 

local governments. 

 

▪ For every million undocumented immigrants residing in the country, public 

services receive $8.9 billion in additional tax revenue. On the other hand, for 

every million undocumented immigrants who are deported, public services 

may lose $8.9 billion in tax revenue. 

 

▪ Nationally, providing access to work authorization to all current 

undocumented immigrants would increase their tax contributions from $40.2 

billion a year to $136.9 billion. 

 

▪ More than one-third of the tax dollars paid by undocumented immigrants go 

to payroll taxes intended to fund programs, such as Social Security and 

Medicare, that these workers cannot access. 

 

▪ Similarly, undocumented immigrants' income tax payments are affected by 

laws that require them to pay more than similarly U.S. citizens. 

 

 
1 Bibliographic references provided by María López González, NC Budget & Tax Center. 

 
2 “National Study: Undocumented Immigrants Contribute $692,200,000 in North Carolina Taxes a Year”.  

NC Budget & Tax Center. North Carolina, US. Consulted 2/18/2025. [Online] Available here.   

 

https://ncbudget.org/national-study-undocumented-immigrants-contribute-692200000-in-north-carolina-taxes-a-year/
https://ncbudget.org/
https://itep.org/undocumented-immigrants-taxes-2024/
https://ncbudget.org/national-study-undocumented-immigrants-contribute-692200000-in-north-carolina-taxes-a-year/
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• In a large majority of states (40), including NC, undocumented immigrants 

pay higher state and local tax rates than the top 1 percent (1%) of households 

living within their borders. 

 

Source: https://itep.org/undocumented-immigrants-taxes-2024/  

 

Another article published in 2023 by the NC Budget & Tax Center states that 

"immigrants make an outsized economic contribution to the state": 

 

▪ Immigrants account for 11 percent (11%) of North Carolina's GDP. This means 

that immigrants contribute $59.6 billion to the state's economy. 

 

▪ Immigrants account for 11 percent (11%) of the working-age population and 

11 percent (11%) of the state's workforce. 

 

▪ Immigrants generate wealth from their essential work, which is too often 

poorly paid: low-wage jobs are defined as those earning less than two-thirds 

of the state median wage, which in North Carolina is $31,000 (poverty). 

 

▪ About 34 percent (34%) of immigrants, documented and undocumented, 

work in low-wage jobs, compared to 24 percent (24%) of U.S.-born workers. 

These low-wage jobs are often essential jobs, and many of them are service 

or production jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://itep.org/undocumented-immigrants-taxes-2024/
https://ncbudget.org/anti-immigrant-policies-in-north-carolina-hurt-us-all/
https://ncbudget.org/
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A 2023 publication  by the Immigration Research Initiative (IRI), using data from the 

Center for Immigration Studies, reported that there are 212,500 undocumented 

workers in the North Carolina workforce, and a high percentage of them are full-

time, year-round workers. 

 

Undocumented immigrants may account for about half of all low-wage immigrant 

workers in the United States. 

 

 
 

Source: https://cmsny.org/  
 

 

https://ncbudget.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/50-State_Earning-NORTH-CAROLINA.pdf
https://immresearch.org/
https://cmsny.org/
https://cmsny.org/
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Source: https://ncbudget.org/immigrants-are-a-vital-part-of-north-carolinas-future/  

 

 

 

https://ncbudget.org/immigrants-are-a-vital-part-of-north-carolinas-future/
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X. CONSTRUCTION SECTOR  

 

 

In 2024, the Association of General Contractors of the Carolinas (CarolinaAGC) 

reported that “labor availability has resumed being the top challenge for many 

contractors.” 

 

Same year, in early 2024, the Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) estimated 

that the U.S. construction industry would need to attract about half a million new 

workers to “balance supply and demand.” 

 

According to an ABC analysis using data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Value of 

Construction Put in Place Survey, and payroll construction employment, sourced 

from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the construction industry closed out 2024 with 

217,000 job openings, the lowest hiring record since 2020. 

 

This year, ABC also released its projections for 2025 and 2026, though it cautioned 

that these are “conservative estimates”, meaning the worker shortage could be 

more severe than anticipated: 

 

“The construction industry will need to attract an estimated 439,000 net new 

workers in 2025 to meet anticipated demand for construction services (…). In 

2026, the industry will need to bring in 499,000 new workers as spending picks 

up in response to presumed lower interest rates.” 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.cagc.org/
https://www.cagc.org/cagcdocs/newsbreak/US-NC-Construction-trends-outlook-2024.pdf
https://www.abc.org/
https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-2024-construction-workforce-shortage-tops-half-a-million
https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-2024-construction-workforce-shortage-tops-half-a-million
https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-construction-hiring-historically-slow-in-december-lowest-since-april-2020
https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-construction-industry-must-attract-439000-workers-in-2025
https://www.abc.org/Portals/1/CEU/Construction-Spending-2025.jpg?ver=G3daO-1S29Jn0lefQR0LeQ%3d%3d
https://www.abc.org/Portals/1/CEU/Construction-Spending-2025.jpg?ver=G3daO-1S29Jn0lefQR0LeQ%3d%3d
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“While the construction workforce has become younger and more plentiful 

in recent years, the industry still must attract 439,000 new workers in 2025 to 

balance demand and supply. If it fails to do so, industrywide labor cost 

escalation will accelerate, exacerbating already high construction costs and 

reducing the volume of work that is financially feasible.”  

 

Anirban Basu, ABC Chief Economist 

 

ABC also warned that changes in federal government immigration policies “will limit 

the availability of workers,” so they advocate for a visa system for the construction 

industry: 

 

 
 

Source: https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-construction-

industry-must-attract-439000-workers-in-2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-construction-industry-must-attract-439000-workers-in-2025
https://www.abc.org/News-Media/News-Releases/abc-construction-industry-must-attract-439000-workers-in-2025
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SECTOR EXPECTATIONS │ 2025 

 

 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) has released its “consensus forecast” for 

2025 and 2026, which predicts “softness expending” in commercial, industrial and 

institutional construction. Industry experts expect “increases of only 2.2% this year 

and 2.6% in 2026.” 

 

 

 
 

Source: https://www.aia.org/resource-center/january-2025-aia-consensus-construction-forecast 

 

 

 

“The modest outlook for construction spending is partly based on a few expected 

headwinds to building activity, including potential tariffs on imports from selected 

countries, as well as the enforcement of stricter immigration policy. The threat of 

increased tariffs is a major source of concern regarding reigniting inflation.  

 
[…] 

 

However, perhaps the biggest policy concern for the construction industry is how 

emerging immigration policy might impact the construction labor force. There are 

approximately 12 million construction workers nationally, of which about three 

million are foreign-born. It is estimated that half of these immigrants are 

undocumented, so it is likely that about one in eight construction workers nationally 

is undocumented. The concern is not only the potential deportation of 

undocumented workers but also the chilling effect on potential new immigrants who 

might otherwise fill construction positions in the coming years.” 

 
Source: https://www.aia.org/resource-center/january-2025-aia-consensus-construction-forecast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aia.org/
https://www.aia.org/resource-center/january-2025-aia-consensus-construction-forecast
https://www.aia.org/resource-center/january-2025-aia-consensus-construction-forecast
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In February 2025, Carolinas AGC shared its annual forecasts, published in the study 

“A Year in the Balance: The 2025 Construction Hiring and Business Outlook”. 

 

At the end of each year, AGC of America and Sage survey commercial 

construction companies to gather information such as their expectations for various 

market segments, staffing plans, and workforce challenges. 

 

 

 
 

 

“Most contractors expect to add to their 

headcount in 2025. Among the firms that plan 

to hire, nearly 80 percent say it is difficult to find 

qualified hourly craft workers to hire and 88 

percent predict that it will remain difficult or get 

even harder to hire in 2025.  

 

In addition to existing labor shortages, 

contractors are worried that the incoming 

administration’s approach to immigration may 

further diminish the supply of qualified workers 

to hire.” 

 

 

According to the study, the sector's main concerns are related to the "workforce" 

(cost, shortage and quality of labor). 

 

AGC is also advocating to the federal government for "new temporary work visa 

programs for the construction industry." 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.cagc.org/
https://www.agc.org/sites/default/files/users/user21902/2025%20Construction%20Hiring%20and%20Business%20Outlook%20Report%20(1).pdf
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Source:  

 

https://www.agc.org/sites/default/files/users/user21902/2025%20Construction%20Hi

ring%20and%20Business%20Outlook%20Report%20(1).pdf  

 

 

 

https://www.agc.org/sites/default/files/users/user21902/2025%20Construction%20Hiring%20and%20Business%20Outlook%20Report%20(1).pdf
https://www.agc.org/sites/default/files/users/user21902/2025%20Construction%20Hiring%20and%20Business%20Outlook%20Report%20(1).pdf


24 
 

Undocumented Workers │ Construction in North Carolina 

 

The latest estimates from the Pew Research Center based on the 2022 American 

Community Survey, the most recent year available, indicated that the 

undocumented immigrant population increased to 11 million in 2022, about 4.8% of 

the entire U.S. labor force in 2022. 

 

“In 2022, about 8.3 million U.S. workers were unauthorized immigrants, 

up from 7.4 million in 2019. The 2022 number is essentially the same as 

the previous peaks in 2008 and 2011.” 

 

 
 

Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-

about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/  

 

 

In North Carolina, the Pew Research Center estimates the number of 

undocumented people at 325,000, representing 3% of the state's total population 

and 34% of all immigrants living in the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/22/what-we-know-about-unauthorized-immigrants-living-in-the-us/
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Of the total undocumented population, at least 220,000 are workers, representing 

4.3% of North Carolina's total workforce. 

 

Construction is the industry and occupation with the highest number and 

percentage of undocumented workers in North Carolina. 
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XI. AGRICULTURAL SECTOR DATA3 

 

 

 
 

Agriculture is the largest industry in North Carolina and the eighth largest in the 

United States within the sector (Census of Agriculture, 2022). The Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services estimates that agricultural production and 

agribusiness contribute $111.1 billion to the North Carolina economy. 

 

 
 

The annual report "North Carolina Agricultural Statistics 2024" is published each year 

by the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service and the North Carolina 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

 

According to the publication, which uses data from the Economic Research Service 

(USDA), the total value of agricultural production in North Carolina exceeded $17.5 

billion in 2023, with net income of $4.08 billion. 

 

In the United States, more than sixty percent (60%) of farmers and harvesters are 

foreign-born Hispanics/Latinos. Local authorities estimate that, in North Carolina, 

they represent fifty percent (50%). 

 
3 Bibliographic references provided by María López González, NC Budget & Tax Center. 

https://cmsny.org/
https://cmsny.org/
https://www.ncagr.gov/news/press-releases/2024/05/18/economic-impact-nc-agriculture-and-agribusiness-jumps-1111-billion-second-straight-year-strong
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/North_Carolina/Publications/Annual_Statistical_Bulletin/AgStat/NCAgStatBook.pdf
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El informe anual "Estadísticas agrícolas de Carolina del Norte 2024" es publicado 

cada año por el Servicio Nacional de Estadísticas Agrícolas del USDA y el 

Departamento de Agricultura y Servicios al Consumidor de Carolina del Norte. 

 

De acuerdo con la publicación, que utiliza datos4 del Servicio de Investigación 

Económica (USDA), el valor total de la producción agrícola en Carolina del Norte 

superó los $17,5 billones en 2023, con ingresos netos de $4.08 billones.  

 

En los Estados Unidos, más del sesenta por ciento (60%) de los agricultores y 

recolectores son Hispanos/Latinos, nacidos en el extranjero. Autoridades locales 

calculan que, en Carolina del Norte, representan el 50 por ciento (50%). 

 

 

 
Source: National demographics of farmworkers (2022). 

 

 

 
4 Data as of September 5, 2024. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/North_Carolina/Publications/Annual_Statistical_Bulletin/AgStat/NCAgStatBook.pdf
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-labor#:~:text=Demographic%20information%20on%20farmworkers%20can
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XII. COMENTARIOS 

 

 

▪ Correlation of forces. HB78 and HB80 were referred to the House Rules, 

Calendar and Operations Committee, which operates under Republican 

control (17 R/10 D). 

 

▪ During the last sessions, no progressive-oriented Democratic proposal was 

considered by that committee, previously chaired by Destin Hall (District 87), 

current Speaker of the House and one of the primary sponsors of the anti-

immigrant bill HB10. 

 

▪ It is important to collaborate and promote the proposals within and outside 

the NCGA, but without generating false expectations in the immigrant 

community. The priority task of social organizations and grassroots groups 

must be to inform and prepare the community, in the face of the threat 

posed by the immigration policies of the new administration. 

 

▪ Opportunity. By introducing each bill separately, it allows working and 

collaborating with very different groups, with very specific interests and 

approaches, which could favor that, at least, one of the initiatives receive 

non-traditional support from the private sector. 

 

▪ HB78 requires building a strategy that involves faith leaders and religious 

congregations, educational authorities and organizations, parents and 

students, as well as the health sector. 

 

▪ HB80 poses the challenge of approaching and generating alliances with 

economic interest groups, employers of undocumented people, and that 

could influence elected officials and decision makers in the state, such as the 

agro-industrial sector and the real estate or construction sector. 

 

▪ Data. The available information (statistics) can help raise awareness among 

legislators so that they recognize that undocumented immigrants play a vital 

role in the economy and in their communities. 

 

▪ The United States needs comprehensive immigration reform, including work 

visas and the regularization of undocumented workers, not only to improve 

and humanize the system, but to maximize the contributions of the immigrant 

population to the economy (tax collection, job creation, investment). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseStanding/2
https://www.ncleg.gov/Committees/CommitteeInfo/HouseStanding/2
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/Biography/H/719
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XIII. PRESS ARTICLES 

 

 

FOX8: North Carolina Democrats push to keep immigration enforcement away from 

schools, churches, construction sites 

 

Enlace Latino NC: Proyectos buscan prohibir participación de oficiales con ICE en 

granjas, construcciones y lugares sensibles en Carolina del Norte 

 

The NC Beat: North Carolina Lawmakers Introduce Bills to Limit Local Law 

Enforcement’s Role in Immigration Enforcement  

 

The Carolina Journal: NC Dems push bill to restrict immigration enforcement at 

certain locations 

 

La Noticia: Ley busca frenar redadas migratorias en Carolina del Norte 

 

Qué Pasa: Buscan prohibir redadas en iglesias, escuelas y obras en NC 

 

NC NEWSLINE: NC Democratic lawmakers introduce bills to protect immigrants in 

sensitive locales  
 
Enlace Latino NC: Advierten que inacción legislativa amenaza la seguridad de 

inmigrantes y la economía de Carolina del Norte 

 
 

https://myfox8.com/news/politics/nc/north-carolina-democrats-push-to-keep-immigration-enforcement-away-from-schools-churches-construction-sites/amp/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR2lb1SaZ2myXdbz08AkM4iou1FwysHvBP3Bu7ph8Osz1VWBD30x_fls7As_aem_k5MQcThAG5ohvJQncSOq7w
https://myfox8.com/news/politics/nc/north-carolina-democrats-push-to-keep-immigration-enforcement-away-from-schools-churches-construction-sites/amp/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR2lb1SaZ2myXdbz08AkM4iou1FwysHvBP3Bu7ph8Osz1VWBD30x_fls7As_aem_k5MQcThAG5ohvJQncSOq7w
https://enlacelatinonc.org/proyectos-buscan-prohibir-participacion-de-oficiales-con-ice-en-granjas-construcciones-y-lugares-sensibles-en-carolina-del-norte/
https://enlacelatinonc.org/proyectos-buscan-prohibir-participacion-de-oficiales-con-ice-en-granjas-construcciones-y-lugares-sensibles-en-carolina-del-norte/
https://thencbeat.com/north-carolina-lawmakers-introduce-bills-to-limit-local-law-enforcements-role-in-immigration-enforcement/
https://thencbeat.com/north-carolina-lawmakers-introduce-bills-to-limit-local-law-enforcements-role-in-immigration-enforcement/
https://www.carolinajournal.com/nc-dems-push-bill-to-restrict-immigration-enforcement-at-certain-locations/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIfnk5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHeeeHg_iWAQudNONpdihtEs_FVdA2PP6XRWRAOeHDmmweCwAKUvKbbxSAg_aem_Fo_BDa4uM9CMbuedqay2lg
https://www.carolinajournal.com/nc-dems-push-bill-to-restrict-immigration-enforcement-at-certain-locations/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIfnk5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHeeeHg_iWAQudNONpdihtEs_FVdA2PP6XRWRAOeHDmmweCwAKUvKbbxSAg_aem_Fo_BDa4uM9CMbuedqay2lg
https://lanoticia.com/noticias/usa/nc/ley-busca-frenar-redadas-migratorias-en-carolina-del-norte/
https://quepasamedia.com/noticias/inmigracion/buscan-prohibir-redadas-migratorias-en-iglesias-y-escuelas-de-ncbuscan-prohibir-redadas-migratorias-en-iglesias-y-escuelas-de-nc/
https://ncnewsline.com/briefs/nc-democratic-lawmakers-introduce-bills-to-protect-immigrants-in-sensitive-locales/
https://ncnewsline.com/briefs/nc-democratic-lawmakers-introduce-bills-to-protect-immigrants-in-sensitive-locales/
https://enlacelatinonc.org/advierten-que-inaccion-legislativa-amenaza-la-seguridad-de-inmigrantes-y-la-economia-de-carolina-del-norte/
https://enlacelatinonc.org/advierten-que-inaccion-legislativa-amenaza-la-seguridad-de-inmigrantes-y-la-economia-de-carolina-del-norte/

