The Honorable Josh Stein

Governor of the State of North Carolina
20301 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-0301

June 16, 2025

Re: Veto SB 153. North Carolina Border Protection Act, and _HB 318. The Criminal Illegal Alien
Enforcement Act

Dear Governor Stein,

As your Advisory Council for Hispanic and Latino Affairs, it is our duty and privilege to provide you with
recommendations on how best to serve the Hispanic and Latino community across North Carolina. Today, we
write to express our deep concerns and opposition to SB 153, the North Carolina Border Protection Act, and
HB 318, the Criminal Illegal Alien Enforcement Act. While the council agrees that keeping all North
Carolinians safe is a top priority, neither of these bills advances the public safety of our communities. We strongly
urge you to veto them as they will have significant consequences on immigrant communities and across North
Carolina.

Reasons to Veto SB 153: The North Carolina Border Protection Act

SB 153 goes beyond increasing immigration enforcement collaboration—it threatens access to public
benefits to those eligible, waives certain aspects of governmental municipal immunity and directly attacks
the UNC school system and its students. It would require the Department of Public Safety, the Department of
Adult Corrections, the State Highway Patrol, and the State Bureau of Investigation to enter into a contractual
287(g) agreement with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), which is not mandatory per federal law.
This will place further strain on our state law enforcement who are trying to do their jobs and keep us safe.

Furthermore, SB 153 places further scrutiny on our NC's Medicaid and public benefits system. One in four
North Carolinians are eligible for Medicaid'. SB 153 seeks to mandate a new unnecessary immigration status
verification process for public benefits beyond what is necessary under federal law. There are already many
longstanding restrictions that do not allow undocumented immigrants from obtaining public benefits®. This new
process will result in further delays and backlogs for North Carolinians that are eligible for public benefits,
ultimately hurting children and families that need these benefits the most.

SB 153 continues the legislative attack on the UNC school system. Students seek university settings as a place
of refuge and opportunity. SB 153 poses significant risk to students within the UNC system who trust their
institutions to protect them. UNC Charlotte has the largest Latino student population at 15.6% in the UNC system
and is on track to become an emerging Hispanic Serving Institution®. North Carolina ranks 15th in the country for
the number of international students®. As we have witnessed over the past year with the removal of student visas
of at least twelve international students as the Trump administration attacks free speech and due process®. SB 153
seeks to prevent UNC administrators from implementing policies and procedures— particularly for immigrant and
international students— that protect their rights and keep them safe.

" https://governor.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2025/04/09/nc-medicaid-expansion-reaches-650000-north-carolinians-enrolled-fewer-18-months-after-launch
2 https://www.migrationpolicy.org/content/immigrants-public-benefits-us

* https://inside.charlotte.edu/2024/09/05/unc-charlotte-sets-historic-enrollment-record/

4 https://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/education/article305258126.html
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https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/Senate/PDF/S153v4.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H318v5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H318v5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/Senate/PDF/S153v4.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H318v5.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Sessions/2025/Bills/House/PDF/H318v5.pdf

Reasons to Veto HB 318: The Criminal Illegal Alien Enforcement Act
HB318 builds on HB10, passed in North Carolina last December, by pressuring local law enforcement to take
on the role of federal immigration agents®. This shift undermines the legal principle of "innocent until proven

guilty" and removes key legal protections. It also raises the risk of constitutional claims against counties for civil
rights violations, such as unlawful detention. These situations have already occurred and risk leading to costly
lawsuits, which local communities are often ill-equipped to manage’.

HB318 and SB153 also raise serious concerns for victims of crime. By requiring sheriffs and state law
enforcement to cooperate with ICE, these bills may deter individuals, especially immigrants, from
reporting crimes due to fear of immigration consequences. This erodes community trust and undermines
public safety. Research shows that such cooperation discourages not only immigrants but also their
U.S.-citizen family members, neighbors, and coworkers from coming forward as victims or witnesses.
Ensuring all community members feel safe reporting crimes is essential®. Additionally, HB318 could
prevent accused individuals from appearing in court, denying both them and victims the chance for justice.

HB318 will create a financial burden on counties and the state. Like HB 10, HB 318 does not provide sheriffs
monetary compensation or legal protection for acting as federal immigration agents. From December 1st, 2024
(the day HB 10 went into effect) to March 1st, 2025, the Mecklenburg County Sheriff's Office reported 163
people detained for ICE by the agency, of which none were picked up by ICE, resulting in an estimated cost of
$64,874 that county taxpayers paid’. In a report from Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse (TRAC)
Immigration analyzing the utilization of detainer requests (requests by ICE to local law enforcement to hold
someone on their behalf) at the beginning of the Trump administration, it was noted that only 12% of detainer
requests submitted in North Carolina resulted in ICE taking custody'®. SB 153, like HB 318, would also require
the additional detention of individuals before state agencies release them, costing local and state taxpayers
thousands of dollars.

Our communities deserve better. Immigrants have long been the backbone of key industries that drive
North Carolina’s economy. Immigrants alone contribute $692,200,000 in North Carolina taxes a year''.
They are homeowners, taxpayers, entrepreneurs, students, parents, and community leaders—investing in
our towns, enriching our schools, and shaping the fabric of daily life. They contribute innovation, culture,
and resilience to the state. Recognizing and supporting their role in our state isn’t just fair—it’s vital to
North Carolina’s continued growth and well-being.

We urge you to veto SB 153 and HB 318 and publicly oppose any measures that compromise the safety and
well-being of our communities. We stand with you in protecting all residents of North Carolina, ensuring that
victims of crimes can seek help without fear, and maintaining the trust vital to public safety and all government
functions. Thank you for your consideration and your support of New American communities.

Sincerely,

The Governor’s Advisory Council on Hispanic/Latino Affairs
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